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Introduction

Hey look, everyone, I’m writing a Requirements Document.  And it isn’t so bad after all.  Yes, I guess I should have started on it a bit earlier, but at least I didn’t wait until too late.  Now, let me see, what should go in this section?  Well, I better think of something!  Introduce the document and the system.  Mr. Document, meet Miss System.  Miss System, Mr. Document.  I think you two have a lot in common and should get along together famously.  

Make sure you change the footer to have your name in it and not Peter Anteater.  Go to View |  Header and Footer.

User Requirements Definition

This section's audience is the non-technical customer and user.  It should address the goals of the system and why it is needed. Describe the major features of the system and the rationale for each. Identify and describe other software, processes, hardware, people, and policies that the system may or will affect. List in this section any assumptions made about the existing world.

System Requirements Specification

Describe the functional requirements of the system in precise detail.  When possible, identify the entities (components, sections, areas of functionality) that make up the system.  Characterize the properties, states, functions, and interrelationships of each entity.  Since this section is the core of the requirements document, it warrants its own brief introduction.  Pay careful attention to how this section is organized (probably by entity).

Constraints and Non-functional Requirements

Discuss constraints pertaining to speed, space, safety, portability, robustness, implementation bias, operating environment, etc. Your audience here are the system designers and programmers, who will probably not be in direct communication with the users. This section will help them assess trade-offs in the system's implementation. 

Implementation Phases

If applicable, and following the request of the user, identify one or more subsets of the system's functionality which can or will be implemented first. 

Future Directions and Expected Changes

If applicable, identify other goals or features which are not addressed elsewhere in the requirements document. Again you are providing insight and guidance to the system designers and programmers. 

Acceptance Test Plan

Describe a procedure for testing the system to determine whether it adheres to the requirements, both functional and non-functional. Define several scenarios and sequences of tests. You do not need to provide a test case for every item of functionality, but you should provide a completely worked out instance or two. 

Glossary

Define all terms or jargon used in the document which have a special meaning.

Correctness
A desirable quality in a software system, indicating that the specifications 



of the software correspond directly and completely to the implementation.

HTML
Hypertext Markup Language.  The language of the World Wide Web.

UCI

University of California, Irvine.
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